These mummies predate the Egyptian mummies by thousands of years
and the extreme lack of moisture helps in the preservation of these
samples. The early mummies in Egypt dated at 3000 BC pale to compare

h Atacama Desert's artificially mummified human remains dated around
7020 BC S B0 ¥ =

Approximately 550 species of ferns gymnosperms and flowering
plants are found here, and endemism can be over 60%. The interior
of Atacama Desert is practically devoid of vegetation; In fact it has

» test lunar landers and Mars rover prototypes as it
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¢ . 2 ht, these temperatures can fall to 5°C (41°F). The climate is
Ce Gt/ Aﬁdm dﬁ V\.{H; magnificent throughout the year, with more than 90
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of the days being
to 12 nights each month, there is an astonishing moon and

darkness of the night with its fresh air and lack of clouds &

which makes the stars shine like no other place on earth. =Sl

2 ‘»;tacama Desert facts to quench your curiosity about one of the most
undeniably interesting and odd-looking places on earth that most travellers
often include in their high-priority list of places to visit. Imagine going
somewhere that has been known for its extreme temperature and almost

lack of precipitation? It would probably lead you to some empty water
There are the Humboldt penguins that live along the coast and nest bottles, but seeing it personally would also strike you with awe in an insta
on desert cliffs. You also have the Andean flamingos that feed on e due to its magnificent landscapes, history, culture, and ecosystem. _
algae and stay n the salt flats. Other birds common here include Py g —_— isdelB
rows, and Chilean woodstar. The mammalian

esert in the world is home to a lot of people. They
ning areas, and oasis towns growing dry-
tomatoes, and cucumbers, and

Stretching over a 1,600 km strip of land west of the Andes Mountains, it

covers an area of
106,000 km?, which increases to 128,000 km® if the barren lower
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The greater roadrunner is about 52-62 cm
(20—24 in) long, the wingspan is about 43-61 cm (17-24
in) long, and weighs about 221-538 grams. It is about
25.30 cm tall, and is the largest North america cuckoo It
has a long, thick bill, a long dark tail, it has a dark head,
and the front of its neck and belly is blue. It has
zygodactly feet, meaning that on each foot there is two

|| toes on the front and two on the back.
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The kit fox is a small fox found in North America. It
inhabits deserts and other dry habitats in the
southwestern United States and Mexico. Like other

| desert-living canids such the fennec fox of Africa, the kit

fox has large ears. These not only provide the fox with
acute hearing, but also serve to dissipate body heat,

| keeping the fox cool in the desert heat. With an average
h weight of between 1.6 and 2.7 kg (3.5 and 6.0 Ib.), the kit !
| fox is the smallest canid (member of the dog family)
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No proper roads cross the desert. There are many s

tracks that were made during the search for gas and oil
during the 1960s and 1970s. These tracks include the

The Simpson Desert is a very dry part
French Line.

of [ 1t is mainly in the

but also in the north of NSNS and

western [ INNSEERENN.

Ted Early explorers into the Simpson Desert were
Charles Sturt 1845, McKinlay, W.O. Hodgkinson,
him wiom bopedas s Mot [Lasd 2" Sapa Dosel B C.Winneke 1883, A.Poeppel 18?9. The desert was
E Smet b, Toe St L lovntye yor Sewioe Desot named after A.A.Simpson, Pre5|de?nF of the Royalf.
mnrddy B¢ T b Soett Aol . anmnldy 2o Geographical Society of Australasia in 1929. The first

European to cross the desert was Colson in 1936.
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part of the Commonwealth Railways Central Australian
line passed along the western side of the Simpson

Desert. Within the Simpson people go to see the ruins AN
at Dalhousie Springs.
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The vegetation of the Simpson Desert is predominantly
spinifex hummock grasslands with sparse acacia
shrublands and some narrow river red gum (Eucalyptus
camadulensis) and coolibah (E. coolabah) riverine

woodlands For example, many desert animals have thick fur or

: . . g feathers to help insulate them from the heat, while
] l g others have adapted to conserve water by producing
¥ } lyman M, i SR s 2 N
lrpd [ less urine or having a higher tolerance f #
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