Woodstone Community
Primary SChool

CpecCial Educational Needs
ahd Disabilities

(SEND)
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What are Special Educational Needs and Disabilities?

The Government defines a child as having a specCial heed if they have a learning difficulty or disability
which calls for specCial educational provision to be made or they have a SighifiCant greater difficulty in
learning thah the majority of other children the same age.

Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) Cah affeCt a Child’s behaviour or ability to socCialise,
for example children with autism may struggle to make friends. They Canh affect aCademic |earning, for
example a child may have reading difficulties because they have dyslexia. SEND Cah affecCt their
ability to understand things or their conCentration levels. They may also affect their physiCal ability.
The broad areas Of specCial educational heeds that we support at Joodstone are:

e Communication and interaction

e Cognition and learhing

« SocCial, mental and emotional health
e Sensory and/or Physical

These four signhificant areas Can be Classified into core, additional and high needs. Some children
require minimal interventions whilst others need additional Support and resources to raise their
learning.

What are our aims for pupils with SEND?

Our aims for Children with SpecCial EducCational Needs and Disabilities P
are the same as for all Of our pupils at Woodstone; to provide a broad / RS
and balancCed curriculum and the highest quality of education. ;

We have high ambitions for our SEND pupils and set targets that | §
stretch them. We are a Very inclusive school and we support pupils | g
t0 ensure their integration and Curriculum entitlement. We value |
personal and soCial development and this is Central to our |
provision.



How do we ihvolve parents, Carers and families?

We offer ah open-door poliCy where parents are welcome at any time
t0 make anh appointment to meet with either the Class teacher or the
SENDCo and discuss how their child is getting on.

We hold official bi-ahhual parents’ evenings where parents will
receive information about their Child’s progress in school. We Cah
Offer adviCe and pracCtiCal ways that parents Cah help their child
at home. e believe that children’s education should be a
parthership between parents and teachers, therefore we aim to .
keep Communication Channels open and CommunicCate regularly, especnallv S
if @ Child has complex nheeds.

If a child is on the SEND register they will have a Pupil Passport whiCh will contain targets.
This is kept ih their book bags and discussed on a termly basis. The targets set are SMART
(Specific, Measurable, AChievable, Relevant and Time-based) targets which are regularly reviewed.
Parents and Children are encouraged to be involved in the process of reviewing and setting
appropriate targets.

All information from outside professionals is communicated
t0 parents direCtly or where this is hot possible, in a report.
The SENDCO may also sighpost parents of pupils with SEND
t0 the [LoCal Authority where specCifiC advice, guidance and
Support may be required.

= If we feel a pupil has additional learning needs, the parents
< - and the pupil are always consulted with regards to future provision.
— Parents are invited to attend meetings with external agencies regarding
their Child and are kept up-to-date and consulted oh anhy points Of acCtion
drawn up in regards to the provision for their child.

How do pupils partiCipate?

We encourage pupils to contribute their Views about their heeds and comment onh the support they
receive. We do this by using pupil interviews and surveys. Pupils are encouraged to put themselves
forward as School Council Representatives so they have the opportuhity to be involved ih making
whole school decisions. Pupils are involved in the targets set on their Pupil Passports and encouraged
tO reflect on these. Pupils are also supported to inClude information about their likes, dislikes and
heeds on their Pupil Passports; these are working documents that give pupils the Chance to express
what they believe their strengths are. They Cah also record the support and resources they feel helps
them.
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What is our approaCh to teaching?

At Woodstone Community Primary SChool, we celebrate the faCt that every child is
unique. e understand that Children learn and develop inh different ways and have
different strengths and areas for improvement. TeaChers and teaChing assistants
recoghise this and use different teaching styles/resources and plan different levels’ —
Of Work in the Classroom tO Cater £Or the Various ways Children [earh. However, ;
many children, at some time in their SChool life, need extra help.
Our staff know that having high self-esteem is CrucCial to a Child’s emotional
well-being and academic progress. e have a Caring, uhderstanding team who
|oOK after all of our children.

Every teacher Is a teacher of SEND’ T

Provision for children with specCial educational heeds is @ matter for the whole school. The governing
body, the school’s Headteacher, the SENDCO and all other members Of staff, particularly Class
teachers ahd teaching assistants have important day-to-day responsibilities.

What are our sChool| procedures?

Quality First Teaching:
“The baseline of learning for all pupils. Class teacher input Via excellent
Classroom practice.

Early Jdentification:

Children who are falling significantly outside Of the range of expected
aCademicC achievement will be identified. If we feel a child could potentially
have a specCial educational need and / or disability Will be added to the
school’s SEND record for monitoring.

SEND Support:

Extra support Will be given to these pupils to help them to make progress as a result of being
aCknowledged by the Class teacher as having specCifiC gaps in their uhderstanding of a subject/ area of
learhing. The school will draw on the support of outside agencies e.g. Speech and [Language Therapy to
run small groups or 1:1 sessions.

Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP):
This type of support is aVailable for Cchildren with sighifiCant speCial heeds whose learhing requirements
are severe, complex and/or lifelong and who nheed extra hours Of support in SChoo|.
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How do we assess ahd review progress?

We use the graduated approach detailed in the SpecCial Educational Needs and Disability Code of
PractiCe 2014 of “assess, plah, do, ahd review”.

Assess

We aitn for early identifiCation Of any specCial educational heeds and disabilities, and this process
starts from the first day Children enter our SChool. If a Child is attaining [ower thah age related
expectation Or progress is slower thah expected/usual for the Child, but it is felt that the child
doesn’t have SEND, then appropriate intervention is plahnhed for and specCifiC objectives are recorded
Oh our whole-school provision map. If we suspect a Child might have SEND, thenh we initially talk to
the people who kKnow the Child best i.e. the child anhd their parents/Carers. In that initial assessment
meeting, the child, their parents and their Class teaCher are invited to share their opinions and discuss
the child’s strengths, areas Of difficulty and hopes for the future. These meetings will draw upon
subjecCt assessments, teacher observations, details Of previous progress and attaihment, Comparisons
with peers and hatiohal data. The opinion and feelings of the individual and advicCe from exterhal
support services Will also be considered. This forms the starting point fOr future support planning.
Following the first meeting, if it is deemed appropriate, a Pupil Passport will be Created. This contains
two SMART targets and outlines appropriate support Or intervention and inCludes any reasohable
adjustments that need to be made.

With the permission of parents, we may seek additional adviCe from | wee,

outside specialists such as health professionals, specCialist =~ el
teachers Or educational psychologists who would: e ;’; S —t
e Carry out further assessment of the Child’s nheeds e ~ ——
* Provide adviCe to SChools on how t0 best support the child e o
» Suggest resources that would help the child make progress :: , iy SOy
Review “’\

Progress is continually monitored by the Child’s Class teaCher. Their

progress is reviewed formally every tert and they Will be assessed against

age related expecCtations in all subjects including Reading, Writing, Maths and SCience.
Progress is tracked through:

Inhitial assessments and information gathering from relevant adults

Daily formative assessments

Summative assessments

Progress reviews with the SENDCO, deputy headteacher and Class teacher.

1n addition to the above, the progress of Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan is formally
reviewed at ah Annhual Review with all adults involved with the child’s education. Children acCcompahy
their parents, where this Can be arranged, and are able to partiCipate in discussions. Detailed Review’
reports are written and CirCulated to [eicestershire SEND department, teachers and support Staff
apd parents/ Carers. New targets for the next 12 months are identified and put into pracCtice.
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What are our School policies?

Our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities poliCy outlines our procedures ahd provisions.
We also have an:

e IhcClusion policy

o Accessibility Plan

e Equality Policy

e [Medical Conditions Policy

Al OfF our policies Cah be accessed at www.woodstoneprimary.Co.uk

How do we support trahsitions?

We understand that transitions Can be particularly difficult for pupils With specCial =
educational heeds ahd we work closely with other sChools and agencies to ensure s |
as Smooth a process as possible.

1If a child is moving sChools t0 3 hew primary SChool, or coming from ahother primary
sChool then we will always endeavour to talk to the relevant staff in persoh and
ensure all support needs are ih place.

We have close links with our feeder hurseries and our |ocal high school. We will
Visit children in their hursery setting to get to0 Khow their needs. (-

Tranhsition to secondary sChool

If required, Children will do focused learhing about aspects Of transition to support their unhderstanding
Of the Changes ahead. A member Of Staff from the secondary SChoo| Comes t0 Visit ahd meets With the
children who will be attending their school. Where possible, Children will Visit their new sChool on
severa| OCCasions ahd in some Cases Staff from the hew SChool will Visit Children in this sChool. Mahy
SChools hold open evenings for parents to attend in order to Support the SChool decCision-making
process.

If a child has already been identified as having speCial educational needs, then the SENDCO at our
SChool may meet with the secondary school SENDCo during the final term of Year 6. Details of the
pupil’s heeds are passed on to the new SENDCO along with details Of what support has been in placCe at
our school to help them. Qur SENDCO passes onh information about any outside agencies that have
been involved and all SEND paperwork is passed on, inCluding documents such as Pupil Passports and
outside agency reports. The receiving secondary sChool Will then have all the relevant information
heeded t0 put Support in place as soon ready £or the chid to join them in Year 7. At our feeder
secondary school (Jbstock Community College) they run a programme specCifiCally tailored to aid

i transition for more vulnerable children.
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g; Children with EHCP plans will have transfer review meetings for high school and nursery.
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What additional support is available?

At TJoodstone, we aim to offer excellence and choice to all our Children,
whatever their ability or heeds. We have high expecCtations of all our children.
We aim to achieve this through the removal of barriers to |earning and
partiCipation. We want all our children to feel that they are a Valued part Of |
our school community. The Curriculum and learnhing environment is adapted

according to the nheeds of the pupils. This may inClude different amounts Of,
adult support, Visual aids, timetables and small steps success Criteria.
Specialist advice is followed and used either within the Classroom or in a small sz,
group/one-to-one work. T —

The Class teacher remains responsible for working with the Child on a day-to-day basis. Additional
support is provided through adapted teaching practice, Smaller group or individual work. We also
provide additional support through the quality first teaCching and additional intervention led by either
teachers or teaching assistants. Pupils also have access to a wide range of ICT and learhing resources
(e.g. overlays, pen grips) to support their heeds.

We make sure that all pupils have access t0 all SChool activities.
Additional activities inClude: use of ICT, extra-Curricular Clubs,
school day trips and residential Visits. All pupils are encouraged to
access the range of activities made aVailable by the school and
provisions are put in place to allow this to happen. Risk assessments
are Carried out £Or each trip outside of sChool and a suitable humber
| Of adults are made aVvailable to accompany the pupil, with 1:1 Support
. if necessary. We celebrate the achievements of all our pupils,
i irrespecCtive of individual differences through our speCial achievement
| assemblies.

How do we ensure equality?

We aim to have pupils with SEND are fully represented in all areas of sChool life. This inCludes
monitoring to ensure their inclusion in awards, SChool productions and as representatives on the school

council. Qur reward systems are based on attitudes to |earhing and Character traits, allowing all children
t0 fee| q sense Of achievement.

We have an accessibility plah that includes aims, such as our commitment to making adjustments for off

site Visits so that Children are givenh as much access as possible. Please also see our equality policy which
Cah be found on the school website.
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How do we support the mental health of our pupils?

At Woodstone Community Primary SChool, we recoghise the importance of
promoting good mental health and wellbeing. We are proud to be a Route to
TResilience’ accredited sChool whiCh is a programme that aims to promote
young people’s well-being, focussing on recognising, understanding and
developing Character traits that make us unhique and then using these
‘Character Muscles’ to allow us to be the best version of ourse|ves.

Universal support

We believe that at the heart of CharaCter educCation is Creating a Culture in ahd out of sChool where
Children are given every opportunity to rehearse and strengthen their sense of themselves. We have
introduced 32 Character Muscles including ‘resilience’, ‘perseverance’, ‘self-control’, ‘cConfidence’ and
‘teamwork’. In school, children are regularly given opportunities to reflect uponh the Character muscles
they are using and are supported to build and apply these muscles in everyday life.

Our whole curriculumm is underpinned by SMSC (Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education). In
addition this, our PSHE Curriculum addresses mental health ahd focusses oh soCial sKills, relationships
and the emotional aspects of learhing.

Targeted Support

We have three specCialist Emotional LiteraCy Support Assistants (ELSA), Miss Barnes, Mrs Shepherd and
Mrs O’Neil. They receive continual training to keep their knowledge ahd understanding of key areas up-
to-date. Please see our ELSA information |eaflet for details.

Cpecialist support
We work closely with externhal agencies to ensure Children receive the support they need, including
gocial Services, Family Support Workers and the Child and Adult Mental Health Services (CAMHS).

How Cah parents respond to concerhs Oor Worries?

If a parent is concerhed about anything to do with the education that we are providing at our School,
they should, in the first instance, discuss the matter with their Child’s Class teacher. Most matters Cah
be dealt with in this way. All teachers work very hard to ensure that each child is happy at sChool and
are making good progress; they always want to Khow if there is @ problem, SO that they Cah take aCtioh
before the problem seriously affects the child’s progress.

Where a parent feels that a Situation has hot been resolved through contact with the Class teacher, or
that their concCern is Of a SUffiCiently serious hature, they should make anh appointment to disCuss it
with the Headteacher. In most Cases anhy Such complaints are hormally resolved at this stage. If the
SChool Cannot resolve the complaint itself, those concerned should contact the Chair of (Governors,
Mr Scott Young. A Copy of the sChool’s Complaint policy is available on the website.
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How do parents get in ContaCt?

cchool contaCts:

Chair of Governors: Mr Scott Young

SEND Governor: Mr Matthew Rollins

Headteacher: Mr Patrick Mullins

Deputy Headteacher: Miss Grace Clement

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCO): Miss Kelly Barhes

A/l Of the above can be contacted using the details below:

Address: Heather [Lane, Ravenstone, [eicestershire, [LE67 24AH
Contact Number: 01530 519473

Email address: wpsofficei@woodstone.leiCs.sch.uk

Website: www.woodstoneprimary.co.uk

Additional useful contacts

The |ocal authority — SpecCial Educational Needs Assessment service (SENA)

Contact humber: 0116 305 6600 Email: senaservice@|eiCs.gov.uk

SEND Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS Leicestershire)

Contact humber: 0116 305 561¢

Child and adolescent mental health service (CAMHS) Leicestershire and Rutland Team
ContacCt number: 0116 2952992

Young Minds helpline:

ContaCt number: 0808 8025544

We work closely with the [LoCal Authority to ensure that our SEND Ihformation Report complies with
the hew Code of Practice. [eicestershire County Council’s [,ocal Offer can be found at:
wwuw.leicestershire.gov.uk
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