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What are Special Educational Needs and Disabilities?

The Government defines a Child as having Special Educatiohal Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) if they
have a learning difficulty or disability that requires specCial educational provision to be made for them.
This means a child may have signifiCantly greater difficulty in learhihg thah most others of the same
age, or they may have a disability that makes it harder for them to use the facilities or take part in
learning in the same way as other children. SEND Cah affect Children in manhy different ways. For
example, it may influence how they learh and unhderstand new things, how they communiCate or build
friendships, their behaviour, emotions, Or concentration, their physical development or mobility

At Woodstone Community Primary SChool, we support pupils aCross the four broad areas of heed
identified ih the SEND Coae of Practice.

« Communicatioh and Inhteraction — for example, difficulties with speech, [ahguage or soCial
communication (including Autism Spectrum Condition).

o (Cognition and [earhing — difficulties with understanding, memory, or sKills such as reading,
writing or maths (inCluding dyslexia or other |earnhing differences).

« Gocial, Emotional ahd Mental Health — difficulties managing emotions, behaviour, or
relationships, Which may inClude conditions SuCh as anxiety or attaChment difficulties.

« Sensory andfor PhysiCal Needs - difficulties with hearing, vision, movement or health conditions
that affect [earhing ahd access to the Curriculum.

What are our aims for pupils with SEND?

Our aims for Children with SpecCial EducCational Needs and Disabilities
are the same as for all of our pupils at Woodstone; to provide a broad
and balanced curriculum and the highest quality of education.

We have high ambitions for our SEND pupils and set targets that
stretCh them. We are a Very inclusive sChool ahd we support pupils
tO enhsure their integration and Curriculum entitlement. We value
personal and socCial development and this is central to our
provision.




How do we involve parents, Carers and families?

We operate ah open-door poliCy and warmly welcome parents to
make ah appointment at ahy time to meet with either the Class
teacher or the SENDCO to discuss their Cchild’s progress and
well-being. In addition, we hold formal parents’ evenings twice
a Year, where parents receive detailed information about their
child’s progress in school. During these meetings, we Cah also
Offer advice and pracCtiCal Strategies to support learhing at home. ———

We believe that education is most effective when there is a strong parthership
between home and sChool. For this reason, we aim t0 maintain open and regular communiCation with
parents, particularly when a child has additional or Complex heeds.

Children who are on the SEND register have a Pupil Passport which
outlines their individual targets. This document is kept in their book bags
and is reviewed and discussed formally with parents each term. The targets
set are SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-
based) and are regularly monitored. Both parents and Children are
encouraged to be actively involved in reviewing progress and setting hew
g0oals. All information provided by external professionals is shared directly
with parents. Where direCct cCommuniCation is hot possible, this information
is shared in the form Of a written report. The SENDCO may also direct
parents of pupils with SEND to the [LoCal Authority for specCifiC advice,
guidance, and support.

If we believe a pupil may have additional learhing heeds, both the parents
and the pupil are always consulted regarding future provision. Parents are
invited to attend meetings with any external agencies involved with their
child and are kept informed and consulted about any actions or plahs
developed to support their Cchild’s learhing and progress.

How do pupils partiCipate?

We actively encourage all pupils to share their Views about their heeds and the support they receive.
This is achieved through pupil interviews and surveys. Pupils are also encouraged to stand as SChool
Council Representatives, giving them the opportunity t0 Contribute to wWhole-SChool decCision-making.

Pupils with SEND are fully involved in setting and reviewing the targets oh their Pupil Passports. They
are supported to include information about their likes, dislikes, and individual needs, making these
working documents a genuine reflection of their voice. Pupil Passports also provide space for pupils
t0 record their strengths, as well as the support and resources they feel help them to |learh and

?&// succeed.
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What is our approaCh to teaching?

At Woodstone, we celebrate every Child as a unique individual. We understand that Children learn and
develop in different ways, each with their own strengths and areas for growth. Qur teachers and
teacChing assistants recoghise these differences and use a Variety Of teaching styles, resources, and
levels of work to support all learners ih the Classroom.

We knhow that, at times, many Children may heed a little extra help. Qur Staff are Caring,
understanding, and committed to making sure every child feels Valued and supported. Ae believe that
high self-esteem is key to both emotional well-being ahd aCademicC success, and we work hard to
hurture this in every pupil.

Supporting Children with speCial educCational heeds is the responsibility of the whole sChool
community. Everyone plays a part, from the goverhing body and Headteacher to the SENDCO, ,
teachers, anhd teaching assistants, to ensure that every child has the opportunity to thrive.

EVery teacher is 3 teacher of SEND’

What are our schoo| procedures?

At Woodstone, we aim to make sure every child receives the right support at the right time. We follow a
Clear process to help identify and meet eaCh pupil’s individual heeds.

Quality First Teaching

All pupils benefit from high-quality teaching in the Classroom. Qur teachers plah engaging |essons that
meet g wide range Of learnhing styles and heeds, ensuring every Child has the opportunity to succeed.

Early Identification

If a child is hot making expected progress Or shows signs that they may have additional heeds, we act
quicKly. The child’s progress will be closely monitored and, if appropriate, they may be added to the
school’s SEND record for further observation and support.

SEND Support

Some children may heed extra help to make good progress. In these Cases, we provide additional support
such as small group work, targeted interventions, or onhe-to-one sessions. e may also work with external
professionals (For example, Speech and Language Therapists) to provide specCialist adviCe and strategies.

Temporary Funding

Sometimes, we may need to apply to the [LoCal Authority for additional, short-tert funding to help
provide the extra support a Child heeds. This allows us to put the right help in place so that any learhing
gaps Cah be addressed, with the aim of gradually reducing the level of support as the Child makes progress.

Education, Health and Care Plah EHCP)
For a small humber of children with more complex or [ong-term needs, an Education, Health and Care Plan

7
%/nay be put in place. This plah outlines the child’s speCifiC heeds and the additional support required

ond what the school Can hormally provide from its SEND resources.
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How do we assess ahd review progress?

At our school, we follow the graduated approach from the SEND Code of Practice (2015). This
means we use a Ccycle of Assess, Plah, Do, Review to make sure every child gets the right support.

Assess

We aim to identify any specCial educational heeds or disabilities as early as possible, starting from the
First day a child joins our school. If a child is hot making the progress we would expect, but we don’t
believe they have SEND, we put in place extra help and record this on our SChool provision map with
Clear goals.

If we think a Child may have SEND, we begin by talking to the Child and their parents or Carers.
Together, we discuss the child’s strengths, difficulties, and goals for the future. We also |00k at:
- Teacher assessments and observations

- The child’s previous progress and attaihment

- Comparisons with their peers and hational expectations

- Advice from any outside professionals (if involved)

After this, if heeded, we Create a Pupil Passport. This sets out two SMART targets (SpecCific,
Measurable, AChievable, Relevant and Time-based) and explains what support will be given and any
adjustments that will help the child inh school. With parents’ permission, we may also ask for advice
from specialist professionals such as health workers, specCialist teachers, Or educCational psychologists.
They may:

- Carry out extra assessments

- Give us advice oh how best to support the Child
- Suggest helpful strategies or resources

TReview

Teachers continuously monitor each child’s progress and formally
review it every term. Progress is checked against age-related
expectations in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science.

We track progress through: —
- Daily assessments and observations
- Termly assessments

- Regular meetings between the Class teacher, SENDCO and senior staff

For children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), there is a formal Annual Review
meeting each year. Everyone involved in the Child’s education is invited, ahd wherever possible, the
child and their parents take part t00. Together, we agree on hew targets and the next steps to help
the Child continue to make progress.

O
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What are our School policies?

Our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities poliCy outlines our procedures ahd provisions.
We also have:

e IhcClusion policy

o Accessibility Plan

e Equality Policy

e [Medical Conditions Policy

Al OfF our policies Cah be accessed at www.woodstoneprimary.Co.uk

How do we support trahsitions?

We understand that moving oh to @ hew Class Or SChoo| Cah be especially Challenging for children with
specCial educational heeds or disabilities (SEND). We work closely with families, other schools, and
external agencies to make each transition as smooth and positive as possible.

Moving Between SChools

When a child transfers to Or from ahother primary SChool, we always aim to speak direcCtly with the
relevant Staff to share impOortant information and make sure that all Support is in place before the
move.

We have strong links with our |oCal hurseries and secondary SChools, and we often Visit Children in their
nursery settings to get to Khow them and unhderstand their individual heeds before they start with us.

Transition to Secondary School

When it’s time for Children tO move on to secondary SChool, we take extra Care tO Support them through
the change. If needed, children take part inh focused transition activities to help them prepare for
what’s ahead.

A member of staff from the secondary SChool usually Visits to meet the pupils who will be joining them.
Wherever possible, children also have the opportunity to Visit their hew SChool several times to help
them feel more confident and familiar with the environment. Many SChools also hold openh evenings for
parents to Visit and ask questions. For Children who have already been identified as having SEND, our
SENDCo meets with the secondary school SENDCO in the summer tertn of Year 6. During this meeting,
we share detailed information about the Child’s heeds, the support they have received, and any
involvement from outside professionals. All relevant SEND paperwork (such as Pupil Passports and
agency reports) is passed oh to the hew SChool, ensuring that Support Cah continue smoothly from the
start of Year 7.

For children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), a transfer review meeting is held to plan
ahd prepare for their move to the hext stage of education, whether that’s nursery, primary, or

ﬁ/ secondary school.
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What is an Enrichment Classroom?
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Enrichment Class Provision —Ash Class

In January 2025, Woodstone Community Primary SChool opened an enrichment Class, known as Ash Class.
This Classroom, Currently based in the Cabin oh the school field, provides an inclusive and hurturing
environment desighed to support pupils with SEND whose needs Cahhot be effectively met withih the
mainstream Classroom, even with extensive additional support.

Entry Requirements

Placement in Ash Class is considered only after the sChool has followed ahd documented the full
‘assess, plah, do, review’ cycle. The SENCo0 and Senior [eadership Team (SLT) will review all evidence
before meeting with parents/Carers to discuss whether a placement in Ash Class would be appropriate.

Admission is subject to aVvailability, and placement Can only be offered when an appropriate space is
aVailable. Decisions are made following a review Of the heeds and progress Of the Current Cohort to
ensure that provision remains balanced, effective, ahd suitable for all pupils. Anh Educatioh, Health and
Care Plan (EHCP) is not essential for admission, although pupils should either have one in place or be
under consideration £Or statutory assessment.

The Three Pillars
Learning in Ash Class is built around three key pillars:

e Communication and Interaction
e Emotional Regulation and Wellbeing
e TFoundational SKills and Knhowledge

Learning in Ash Class

Throughout the day, Children access Carefully plahned contihuous provision alongside bespoke phonics,
reading, writing and maths sessions, delivered ih small groups Or one-to-onhe. The wider Curriculumm is Child-
led, Cross-CurriCular and practicCal, desighed to enhancCe engagement and enjoyment.

Children are offered frequent movement and brain breaks, and |earnhing activities are active wherever
possible. BY reducing demands and promoting positive relationships, Ash Class aims to support pupils in
developing confidence, socCial skills and independence.

Exit Pathways

The long-term goal for all pupils in Ash Class is reintegration into their mainstream year group when
appropriate and benefiCial. However, in some Cases, alternative pathways may heed to be explored, which
could inClude access to specCialist provision, inCluding part-time alternative provision. In all instances, a
thorough and Carefully planned transition process Will be followed to ensure each Child’s ongoing success

%and wellbeing.
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What additional support is aVailable?

At TJoodstone, we are committed to Offering excellence and choice for every
child, whatever their ability or needs. We have high expectations for all our
pupils and strive to remove any barriers to |earhing and partiCipationh So that
every child feels Valued and inCluded within our sChool Community.

QOur curriculum and learning environment are Carefully adapted to meet
individual needs. This may include Varying levels of adult support, the use |
Of Visual aids ahd timetables, or breaking learhing down into smaller, achievable™ . -

steps. Specialist advice is implemented either withinh the Classroom or through small &M
ahd one-to-one sessions, depending on the Child’s heeds.

The Class teacher remains responsible for each child’s |earhing oh a day-to-day basis. Additional support
is provided through adapted teaChing approaches, targeted interventions, and smaller group or
individual work. High-quality teaching and tailored support from teachers and teaching assistants
ensure that all pupils are able to succeed. e also make use of a range of ICT tools and learhing

resources (Such as overlays. pen grips, and adaptive Software) to further support pupils’ individual
needs.

We are committed to ensuring that every pupil Can take partin all
aspects of sChool life. This includes access to extra-Curricular clubs,
school trips, and residential Visits. e Carry out risk assessments for all
QL | Off-site activities and provide additional adult support (inCluding one-
/ t0-0One assistance where heeded) tO make sure all pupils Can take part

safely and confidently.

//
At TJoodstone, we take pride in celebrating the achievements of all our pupils, recognising and Valuing

every individual’s progress and success through our special Golden Book achievement assemblies which
are based oh our Character muscles.

How do we ensure equality?

We aim to ensure pupils with SEND are fully represented in all areas of school life. This includes
monitoring to ensure their inClusion in all aspects, such as awards, sChool productions and
representatives on the sChool councCil. Qur reward systems are based on attitudes to |earhing and
CharacCter traits, allowing all Children to feel a sense Of achievement.

Please also see our accessibility plah and equality poliCy whiCh Canh be found on the sChool website.
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How do we support the mental health of our pupils?

At Woodstone, we recoghise the importance of

promoting positve mental health and wellbeing. e are proud to be a Route to
Resilience’ accredited school. This a programme that aims to promote

young people’s well-being, focussing on recognising, understanding and
developing Character traits that make us unhique and then using these
‘Character Muscles’ to allow us to be the best version of ourse|ves.

Universal support

We believe that at the heart of CharacCter educCation is Creating a Culture inh ahd out Of SChool, where
Children are given every opportunity to rehearse and strengthen their sense of themselves. We have
introduced 32 Character Muscles including ‘resilience’, ‘perseverance’, ‘self-control’, ‘Confidence’ and
‘teamwork’. In school, children are regularly given opportunities to reflect uponh the Character muscles
they are using and are supported to build and apply these muscles in everyday life.

Mental health is also part of our PSHE curriculum. Children in all year groups learn about social skKills,
relationships and the emotional aspects Of learhing.

Targeted Support

We have three specCialist Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (EL.SA), Miss Barnes, Mrs Tyrer and
Mrs Sainsbury. They receive continual traihing to keep their knowledge and understanding of key areas
up-to-date. Please see our ELGA information leaflet for details.

Specialist support
We work closely with exterhal agencies to ensure children receive the support they need, including
gocial Services, Family Support Workers and the Mental Health in School Team (MHST).

How Can parents respond to concerns Or worries?

Al teachers work very hard to ensure that each child is happy at SChool ahd are making good progress.
Therefore, if a problem arises, parents are encouraged to first speak with their child’s Class teacher.

Where a parent feels that a Situation has hot been resolved, or their concern is Of a serious hature,
they should make ah appointment to meet With the Headteacher, Mr Patrick Mullins. ITh most Cases
complaints are normally resolved at this stage, however, if parents Still feel the complaint has hot been
dealt with adequately, they should contact the Chair of Governors, Mr Scott Young. A Copy of the
school’s complaint poliCy is available on the website.


https://previews.123rf.com/images/chudtsankov/chudtsankov1308/chudtsankov130800133/21311799-outlined-smiling-light-bulb-cartoon-character-with-muscle-arms.jpg

How do parents get in ContaCt?

cchool contacCts:

Chair of Governors: Mr Scott Young

SEND Governor: Mr Matthew Rollins

Headteacher: Mr Patrick Mullins

Deputy Headteacher: Miss Grace Clement

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCO): Miss Kelly Barhes

A/l Of the above can be contacted using the details below:

Address: Heather [Lane, Ravenstone, [eicestershire, [LE67 24AH

Contact Number: 01530 519473

Email address: wpsofficei@woodstone.|eiCs.sCh.uk senco@woodstone.|eiCs.sCh.uk
Website: www.woodstoneprimary.co.uk

Additional useful contacts

The |ocal authority — SpecCial Educational Needs Assessment service (SENA)

Contact humber: 0116 305 6600 Email: senaservice@|eiCs.gov.uk

SEND Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS Leicestershire)

Contact humber: 0116 305 561¢

Child and adolescent mental health service (CAMHS) Leicestershire and Rutland Team
ContacCt number: 0116 2952992

Young Minds helpline:

ContaCt number: 0808 8025544

We work closely with the [LoCal Authority to ensure that our SEND Information Report complies with
the SEND Code of Practice. [eicestershire County Council’s [Local Offer Cah be found at:
https://Www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-Children/specCial-educCational-needs-and-disability
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